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Notes and Duemsiom. 380 

need now to question "Who and what is MephistopfaeleB ? " 
Philosophy and Religion have revealed him, and the means to his 
snbjection. To lay hold on the divine-human as declared in the 
incarnate Word, to become self-determined, "to workout his own 
salvation " after this perfect plan and pattern, is man's heritage, 
his birthright. The appalling silence no longer endures when 
man is confronted with this problem of Evil, and when the Vala's 
awful question, " Understand ye yet — or what f " rings' solemnly 
within his soul. For at length man overcomes the necessary thwart- 
ings, which only, as he negates them in his return from alienation 
less or greater, constitute him truly Man. And as he passes into 
♦he image of the Father, numbering himself with the children of 
Light, Evil has indeed become his good, for he has used it to his 
eoul's discipline, and has conquered that mightiest of foes — ^him- 
self! Himself, remaining Victor. 
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A REPRINT OP " THE DIAL." 

[We publish the following circular on account of its general interest 
to readers of Philosophy. — Ed.] 

We propose to reproduce " The Dial," page for pagp, without abridgment, and with 
the addition of an index to tlie whole work, containing a list of the contributions, with 
names of the contributors, so far as it is possible to procure them ; to which will be 
appended a full bistoi'ical account of " The Diul," with anecdotes, incidents or gossip, 
that will in any manner iIla3^^ate the influence of a work which marks an era in Ameri- 
o«n literature. The additional matter, paged separately, will be prepared by Rer. 
George Willis Cooke, author of " Ralph Waldo Emerson, his Life, Writings, and Phi- 
losophy." 

For a long time it has been almost impossible to procure a complete copy of " The 
Dial," and the demand for it, coming largely from public libraries, has been so constant 
«nd growing that we feel warranted in issuing this proposal to reprint it, so soon as 
we can be assured of two hundred subscribers, at fifteen dollars each (to Don-sub> 



830 7%« Joxtmdl of Speculative PhUoeophy. 

•eribers the price will be twenty dollars). The work will be in four octavo Tolumes, 
(ubstantiHllT bound in cloth. 

For the conrenience of libraries already in possession of the original work, the new 
index, with additional matter, will be bound separately in pamphlet form and sold for 
one dollar. 

Wc respectfully solicit your subscription, for which we annex a blank. 

Roberts Bkothers, Publishers, 

299 Washington Street. 
BosTOR, June 1, 18^. 

[The following notice, from the pen of Mr. Ca*tis, is appended to the 
above circular.] 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON AND "THE DIAL." 

From " 27«! Literary World." 

To speak of The Dial is to recill one of those products of the "transcendental" 
epoch which seem to those who look back upon them like 

golden exhalations of the dawo. 

Brook Farm, TJie Dial, the active interest in German literature and philosophy and 
music, Thtfolorc Parker's preaching, were all signs then, as they are traditions now, of 
the general moral and intellectual revival to which also the impetus of the Auti-Slavery 
crusade and of the Woman's Bights agitation belongs. Tlie Dial, while not an organ 
of any particular movement, was the literary gazette of tlie " new spirit," and its natu- 
ral editor was Ur. Emerson, whose serene genius and temperament, with his command- 
ing and poetic public discourses, and the dignity, simplic'ly, and purity of his life, bad 
made him the peculiar representative of *' Transcendentalism." It was liifl only service 
as an editor, in the usual sense, and the labor was not exclusively his. It was under- 
stood that Ur. Emerson and Misj Margaret Fuller were the editorial council, and in the 
opening address of "The editorj to the Reader" Hr. Emerson speaks modestly of 
"those who have immediately acted in editing the present number" in a tone which 
implies that it was wholly a labor of Inve. 

Tlie first number of TIu Dial was issued forty years ago, in July, 1840, and it is still 
a most interesting and remaikible publication. There had been nothing like it in this 
country, and if Schiller's Horen may have aimed as higli, there were n<jt the same favor- 
ing eiroumstaiiccs, so that The Dial remains unique in periodical literature. Its pur- 
pose was the mjst various expression of the best, the most cultivated, and the freest 
thought of the time, and was addressed to tlio.se ouly who were able to find "entertain- 
mept" in such literature. There were no baits for popularity. In the modern familiar 
phrase, e:ic1i number was a sjmposium of the most accomplished minds in the country. 
But its circle both of contributors and of readers was local and f mall. The first num- 
ber was made up of papers by Mr. Emerson and Miss Fuller, Theodore Parker, George 
Ripley, William H. Clianning, John S. Divight, A. Bronson Alcott, and Dr. Hedge — I 
believe — with passages fn>ro the journal of Charles Ohauncey Emerson, to whose mem- 
ory Dr. Holmes paid so beautiful a tribute in his Metrical Etsay. Tho poetry of the 
number was supplied by Mr. Emerson, Mr. Crancb, Miss Fuller, Mr. Dwigbt, Edward 
Emerson, Henry Thoreau, and Mm. Hooper. It was almost wholly a " Boston book," 
but it is a part of our literature. Among its memorable contributions was Mr. Emer- 



